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We've been on Rage — a highlight — following 
Queens Of The Stoneage, one of the best clips 
ever made!” declares a still bemused SPECIAL 
GUESTSTAR frontman Dallas Houldsworth. 


But given the budget of the “Too Damn Handsome’ video (“a case 
of beer’’) as compared with the special effects behemoth of 
QOTSA’s ‘Go With The Flow’, Houldsworth can be forgiven for 
wincing at the thought of such a naked juxtaposition. “I saw the 
playlist and I just went ‘Oh no — why can’t we be after Griffin’s 
“This World’ or something?! But it actually came off alright because 
I was like ‘Oh God this is going to be terrible’ but then it looked 
alright — we were all quite surprised.” 


Anyone familiar with a band who from day one has been prepared 
to fight above its perceived weight (and just cocky enough to get 
away with it) will not be surprised at seeing Special Gueststat’s first 
contribution to Rage follow the latest mini-epic from one of the 
world’s biggest rock acts. Nor should they be surprised to see a 
handful of rough demos morph into a full album with national 
distribution in less than nine months. This is precisely how their 
debut LP ‘What Women And Men Should Know About’ came into 
being. “The first stage was in August,’ recalls Houldsworth. “We 

` went out [to the studio] for a weekend and we were always going 
out there to do a demo but we thought we’d release it as an EP. 
And then we thought ‘well we should kinda do it a bit better’... 
we came back in January and turned it into an album. All up it was 
done in about four, five days.” Asked the notorious question of 
describing the band’s sound, however, and Houldsworth is less 
assured. “I don’t know,” he says, laughing, “I think it’s rock but 
there’s some punk elements to it, but more old school punk. I think 
that comes about because I like The Clash.” 


Peer praise has already been heaped on what will no doubt be 
referred to as ‘WWAMSKA’ by word count-wary scribes. Its 
distributor MGM described it as the best thing delivered so far by 
the Sunflower Entertainment stable, which includes quality local 
acts such as Quick 50, Redletter and Beanort. Following a Canberra 
launch in early May, Special Gueststar will tour the album in 
Sydney, Newcastle, Wollongong and Melbourne. “We’re treating it 
(the launch) just like a normal gig ‘cause we’re just not going to play 
that much in Canberra now because there’s nowhere to play,” 
announces Houldsworth. “And there’s just not enough good bands 
in Canberra to play with. If we do play in Canberra it’s always with 
Quick 50, Redletter and Beanort. We like playing with them but 
apart from them there’s just not that many other bands of similar 
styles to play with that are actually any good. There’s a lot of crap — 
refer to Luke Cookson’s interview!” 


Special Gueststar launch the debut album ‘What Women And Men 
Should Know About’ at the ANU Bar on Saturday May 3 with Quick 50 
and Arcade (Sydney). 
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